
                                             

 

 

February 2nd 

 

Economic Development 

Committee Meeting 

11:45 am @ NACC office 

 

February 3rd 

 

Membership/Ambassador 

Committee Meeting 

8 am @ NACC office 

 

February 9th 

 

Board Meeting 

11:45 am @ NACC office 

 

 

 

 

February 10th 

 

Annual Banquet @ Echo Valley County Club 

RSVP’s due by February 6th 

 

February 14th 

 

Marketing  

Committee Meeting 

8 am @  NACC  office 

 

Valentine’s Day! 

 

February 20th 

 

President’s Day 

Chamber office closed. 

�

�������������	��
	������

Please remember to send if your RSVP’s for the upcoming annual ban-
quet to be held on Friday, February 10th.  All RSVP’s must be in no 
later than Feb. 6th. 

Congratulations to our award winners! 
“Citizen of the Year”  Bill Wright 

“Member of the Year”  Jack and Sue Bohlender 
“Business of the Year”  Hubbell Realty 
“Educator of the Year”  Karen Porter 

“Student of the Year”  Katheryn Pearson 

Officers 
 
 
Jon Niemeyer ; President 
Coldwell Banker ; 224-8633  
 
David Lester; 1st VP 
Brooks Lodden PC   223-7300 
 
David Albrecht;  Treasurer 
City State Bank;  981-4234 
 
Mark McKee; Past  President 
Shull & Co.  981-9330 
 
Angela Bird 
Executive Director; 981-0619 
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Board of  Directors 
 
Dr. William Chase ‘06 
Norwalk Family Physicians; 285-
3200 
 
Chief Ed Kuhl  ‘07     981-0666 
Norwalk Police Department  
 
Mike Lane ‘05 
Lane Insurance; 981-4614 
 
Dr. Lori Miller ‘08 
Norwalk Family Physicians 
 285-3200 
 
Nicole Bailey Smith  08’ 
Norwalk Physical Therapy 
953-1310 

Kevin Pearson ‘06 
Edward Jones; 285-1838 
 
Steve Richardson  ‘07 
Skold Door Company 264-8075 
 
Newton Standridge ‘06 
Standridge Group   265-5588 
 
Jim Watts ‘08 
Four Seasons Auto Wash    981-4454 
 
Dr. Donna Grant  08’ 
Norwalk Family Dentistry, 981-5913 
 
Denny Morrow  08’ 
Community State Bank 
285-4900 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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President’s Message 
                                         by Jon Niemeyer 
 
 
Think About It! 
 
Do you ever think or have you ever thought 
about where your dollar goes when you spend 
it in another community? Chances are there is 
a good chance it won’t make it back to  
Norwalk; but, it will help the community in 
which you spend it in.  
 
What happens when you spend your dollars in 
Norwalk?  You will help a local business  
prosper. When a business prospers, they can 
consider expansion and offering more products 
or services. That business, in turn, also spends 
more money, which thereby encourages even 
more growth. As our business community 
grows, so does our quality of life.   
 
There isn’t too much you can’t do here.   
Norwalk provides just about everything one 
needs..  
We already have many of the necessary ser-
vices available including grocery, restaurant, 
auto repair, medical, insurance, etc. I  
encourage everyone to take a moment to think 
about where you spend your money. By  
supporting a Norwalk Area Chamber of  
Commerce Member Business you are  
supporting the community.  
Think about it! 
 
 
 
Jon Niemeyer 
Coldwell Banker Mid-America Realty 
224-8633 
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All Members are invited  
to attend the  

14th Annual Awards  
Banquet 

 
February 10th, 2006 @ 

Echo Valley Country Club 
 

6:00 PM Social Hour 
7:00 PM Buffet Dinner 

$36.00 per person 

Banquet Menu 
 

Roast Pork Loin 
Carved Inside Round of Beef 

Orange Roughy 
Tiny New Potatoes 
Green Bean Dijon 

Tossed Green Salad 
Pasta Salad 

Cottage Cheese 
Oriental Chicken and Rice 

Ambrosia 
Broccoli Spears with Cheese 

Peas and Carrots 
Relish Tray 

Rolls with Butter 
Coffee, Tea or Milk 

 
Carrot Cake 
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Quote 
 

The greatest thing you ever learn is just 
to love and be loved in return. 
                                      ~Nat King Cole  

 
 

For the best information read the Norwalk Area Chamber of 
Commerce monthly newsletter.  If you or someone you know is 
not receiving this newsletter and should be, please contact the 

chamber office @ 981-0619. 
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Congratulations to Dr. Donna Grant of  
Norwalk Family Dentistry.  Dr. Grant was 
presented with the White Jersey Award, a 
national award for her achievements, by 
Mercer Mastery in San Francisco.  Dr. 
Grant and several of her staff members  
attended the dental leadership conference in 
San Francisco, CA in November.  The 
White Jersey is awarded to the best young 
D.D.S. with the most outstanding growth. 
The chamber congratulates you! 

A ribbon cutting was held on Jan. 26th for Budget 
Computers and Security located at 1035 Sunset 
Drive in Norwalk.  Jay Berkshire (owner) and his 
wife Cynthia are shown holding the scissors and 
cutting the ribbon.  The chamber would like to wel-
come them to our community!  Good Luck! 

Life Changes of Norwalk celebrated a ribbon 
cutting for their new location at 1035 Sunset 
Drive on Jan. 26th.  Owner Sue Orfield (shown 
holding the scissors) has recently expanded her 
services to include a personal trainer and a  
massage therapist.  Check her out! 





GPC Monthly Legislative Meetings at Statehouse  
 
The GPC will host a series of four monthly legislative meetings at the Statehouse. The purpose of these meetings is to 
further develop our working relationship with our legislative delegation, receive legislative updates, follow-up on the  
Partnership’s key legislative priorities, and continue to enhance the grassroots presence of the Partnership and our  
extensive Affiliate network at the Capitol. The details of the meetings are as follows: 
 
Wed., Jan. 25, 7:30-8:30 am, Legislative Dining Room 
Wed., Feb. 22, 7:30-8:30 am, Senate Room 116 
Wed., Mar. 22, 7:30-8:30 am, Legislative Dining Room 
Wed., April 26, 7:30-8:30 am, Legislative Dining Room 
 
Also, please be prepared throughout the course of the session to be called to action on specific legislative matters, 
whether through e-mails, letters, phone calls, meetings, or other contact with legislators. The Partnership’s 2006 state 
legislative agenda can be viewed at: http://www.desmoinesmetro.com/06StateAgenda.pdf. A summary of the highlights 
can be viewed at: http://www.desmoinesmetro.com/newsroom_releases_06legislativeagendasummary.asp. 
 
Federal Appropriations Update  
 
Why do we travel to DC each year? The answer is threefold: advocacy; education; and networking. In terms of  
advocacy, the Partnership’s 2005 trip was again successful in helping secure direct federal investment to further  
stimulate regional economic growth in Greater Des Moines. Last August, the GPC was provided a detailed analysis of 
the approximately $100 million in transportation funding (includes over $17 million for recreational trails) awarded to  
Central Iowa in the SAFETEA-LU transportation reauthorization bill. Central Iowa’s Congressional delegation--Sen. 
Harkin, Sen. Grassley, Rep. Boswell, and Rep Latham--again delivered for Greater Des Moines in terms of earmarks  
included in the appropriations bills recently passed by Congress. Additional Central Iowa projects recently funded for 
FY2006 include: 
 
Principal Riverwalk--$750,000 (in addition to $5.1 million in SAFETEA-LU funding) 
Des Moines River Greenbelt (includes additional Riverwalk funding)--$5 million  
Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers Flood Control--$250,000 
Ft. Des Moines Memorial--$850,000 
World Food Prize Foundation--$350,000  
Pappajohn Higher Education Center--$400,000  
SE Connector/MLK--$3 million 
Ankeny Airport--$3.65 million 
I-235--$1.4 million 
Riverpoint West--$300,000 
Agrimergent Technology Park--$400,000 
Polk County Housing Trust Fund--$750,000 
National Animal Disease Center--$58.8 million  
Statewide Bus Replacement (includes MTA funding)--$1.4 million 
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February 
 
2        Econ Dev. Committee Mtg 11:45 @ NACC office 
3        Mem./Amb. Committee Mtg 8 am @ NACC office 
9            Board Meeting @ NACC office 
10        Awards Banquet @ Echo Valley 
14          Marketing Committee Mtg 8 am @ NACC office 
 
 
March 
 
3            Mem./Amb Committee Mtg 8 am @ NACC office 
9            Board Meeting @ NACC office 

No General Membership Meeting – Spring Break 
 
April 
 
13          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
20        General Membership Luncheon Meeting 
              @ Rolling Hills Golf Course 11:45 am 
 
May 
 
6            City-wide garage sale days 
11        Board Meeting @ NACC office 
13          RuNorwalk 
               
June 
 
8            Board Meeting @ NACC office 
7-9         Washington D.C. Trip 
19          Norwalk Open Golf Outing 
30          Superman Movie Premiere?                                                                                                                                                                
               
 
July 
 
4            Parade, Park activities, Fireworks 
13          Board Meeting 
              No General Membership Mtg. 
18          Amb/Memb Committee Mtg. 
              @ 11:45 NACC 

 
August 
 
3            Chamber Night @ Principal Park 
10          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
17          General Membership Meeting 
              Lunch- BBQ “Picnic in the Park” 
 
September 
 
14          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
19          Amb/Memb. Committee Mtg 
              @ 11:45 NACC 
21          General Membership  

Breakfast Meeting 
               

October 
 
12          Board Meeting @ NACC office  
14/15     Happy Apple Art and Craft Show 
19          General Membership  

Lunch Meeting 
 
November 
 
9            Board Meeting @ NACC office 
10          Barn Event 
14          Amb/Memb Committee Mtg. 
              @ 11:45 NACC 
               
 
December 
 
14          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
              Planning Session  
21          Holiday Lunch 
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Ambassadors/
Membership Campaign 
*Chief Ed Kuhl - Chairperson 
*Denny Wulf   Co-Chairperson 
*Kevin Pearson     
*Cindy Melvin      
*Glen Blumer 
*Scott James 
*Ginger Pearson                                            
*Jon Niemeyer 
*Sally Huntoon 
*John Phillips 
*Ed Hildreth 
*Jan Stivers                                      
*Denny Morrow 
*Kevin Cooper 
*Jeffrey Hayes 
*Kate Baldwin 
*Steve Bruere 
*Joe Nguyen 
*David Lester 
*Kristy Richardson 
Kimberly Hawn 
 

Marketing & Promotions  
*Newton Standridge - Chairperson                
*Cindy Melvin 
*John Phillips 
*Ginger Plummer 
*Tom Fish 
*Linda Fehl 
*Charles Stover 
*Jan Stivers 
*Jason Jorgenson 
*David Lester 
John Keninger 
**********July 4 th*********** 
*John Schmidt 
*Dr. Michael O’Meara 
*Susan Coonrod 
*Tom Dunn 

 
Golf Outing 
*Chad Stevens – Chairperson 
*Dr. Michael O’Meara 
*John Phillips 
*Charles Stover 
*Brian Hampton 
*Matt Manning 
*Denny Morrow 
*Nate Sizemore 

 

RuNorwalk 
*Dr. Lori Miller – Chairperson 
*Jim Watts           
*Dr. Donna Grant                            
*Dr. William Chase 
*Kelly Cortum 
*Jimmy DeMatteis 
*John Schmidt 
*Ginger Plummer 
*Nicole Smith 
*Amy sue O’Connor-Hopkey 
*Jill & Kyle Haskin 
*Ginger Pearson 
*Dr. Michael O’Meara 
*Brian Hampton 
*Nate Sizemore 
*Jeffrey Hayes 
*Joe Nguyen 
*Kristy Richardson 
*Ken and Renee Winjum 
 

Fall Event 
*Nicole Smith-Chairperson 
*Sue Orfield 
*Sue Bohlender 
*Jim Watts                         
*Denny Wulf 
*John Phillips                     
*Jill & Kyle Haskin 
*Kevin Cooper 
*Kate Baldwin 
*Dr. Lori Miller 
*Dr. Patricia Newland 
*Susan Coonrod 
*Dr. William Chase 
*Newton Standridge 
*Jay  Berkshire 

 
Vision Event 
*Dr. Donna Grant, Chairperson 
*Mark Miller,  Co-Chairperson 
*Newton Standridge                        
*Chad Stevens 
*Jon Niemeyer                                
*Steve Peglow 
*Lois Siddens                                  

Government Affairs 
*Steve Richardson - Chairperson 
*Jim Lane 
*Mark Miller 
*Steve Grant 
*Kate Baldwin 
*Dr. Denny Wulf 
*Julie Gorsche 
*Dr. Charles Curl 

 
Economic Development 
Todd McGee-Chairperson                 
*Mark Miller  
*John Schmidt 288-3279 
*Charles Stover 
*Dr. Kyle Haskin 
*Jim Watts 
*Ed Hildreth 
*Chris Miller 
*Linda Fehl 
*Scott James 
*Tom Dunn 
*Linda Walk 
*Julie Gorsche 
*Steve Grant 
*Tom Fish 
*Steve Bruere 
*Newton Standridge 
*Jason Jorgenson 
*Dr. Charles Curl 
 

Scholarship(s) 
*Jon Niemeyer 
 

Annual Banquet/Awards 
*Jon Niemeyer                   
*Mark McKee 

Please note that the  
asterisk* represents those 

members that have renewed 
their 2006 membership. 

 
If you would like to add 

your name to a committee, 
Please call the chamber  

Office @ 981-0619. 
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WORKFORCE 

 TIP OF THE MONTH 
 

Update on Iowa Unemployment Laws – Changes on Voluntary Quit 
 
In a recent decision, the Iowa Supreme Court has ruled that a claimant may receive 
unemployment insurance benefits after resigning for intolerable or detrimental working conditions 
even though the claimant did not report the conditions to the employer before resigning. The prior 
notification requirement applies only to claimants who resign for medical reasons. 
 
This means it is important for employers to be aware of and or train supervisory staff to identify 
and correct intolerable or detrimental working conditions or provide reasonable  
accommodations.  In addition, employers should document any actions taken by management 
 in response to a complaint or those taken proactively to avoid this type of situation. 
 
 
Http://www.iowaworkforce.org/lmi/labsur/ebsurvey.html 

 

Todd McGee 

Iowa Workforce Development 

430 East Grand Avenue  

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

(515) 281-5734 
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Copyright  
Any and all materials and promotional 
items created and/or distributed by the 
Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce 
are property of the Chamber.      Permis-
sion is needed to recreate or borrow 
Chamber materials.  For permission to 
recreate or borrow Chamber information 
call 981-0619.  

The Chamber office  
Will be closed 

Thursday, January 26th to 
Wednesday, February 1st. 

 

The Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce held it’s 
January General Membership meeting on January 

19th at Legacy Golf Course.  Lunch was catered by 
Nice Guyz Deli.  Michael R. Helm, CPA, CSEP, and 

chair of the Iowa Society of Certified Public  
Accountants Taxation Committee was our speaker.  
Michael gave a great speech focusing on tax tips for 
small businesses.  His topic was part of a series on 

“360 degrees of Financial Literacy” that will  
continue throughout the year.  For additional  

information please see www.360financialliteracy.org 


