
Upcoming EVENTS 
Chamber Member Picnic in the Park-Aug. 17th 
The Iowa State Fair August 10th—20th  
Circus at the Legacy-August 25th  
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Officers 
 
Jon Niemeyer ; President 
Coldwell Banker ; 224-8633  
 
David Lester; 1st VP 
Brooks Lodden PC   223-7300 
 
David Albrecht;  Treasurer 
City State Bank;  981-4234 
 
Mark McKee; Past  President 
Shull & Co.  981-9330 
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Board of  Directors 
 
Dr. William Chase ‘06 
Norwalk Family Physicians  
285-3200 
 
Chief Ed Kuhl  ‘07      
Norwalk Police Department  
981-0666 
 
Mike Lane ‘05 
Lane Insurance 
981-4614 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Lori Miller ‘08 
Norwalk Family Physicians 
 285-3200 
 
Nicole Bailey Smith  08’ 
Norwalk Physical Therapy 
953-1310 
 
Kevin Pearson ‘06 
Edward Jones 
 285-1838 
 
 
 

 
 
Steve Richardson  ‘07 
Skold Door Company 
264-8075 
 
Newton Standridge ‘06 
Standridge Group   
265-5588 
 
Jim Watts ‘08 
Four Seasons Auto Wash     
981-4454 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Donna Grant  08’ 
Norwalk Family Dentistry  
981-5913 
 
Denny Morrow  08’ 
Community State Bank 
285-4900 
 

Newsletter 

~Look always for ways to learn and grow in your association with others.~ 

Dear Norwalk Chamber of Commerce, 
 
Thank you very much for the scholarship that I received.  It was truly an 
honor and was greatly appreciated.  I believe continuing one’s education 
is very important and I thank you for helping me financially with mine.  I 
plan to study pre-law next year at Simpson College.  The community sup-
port and community businesses have been greatly appreciated over the 
years!  They have been willing to help at many school events during my 
high school years and it has been a lot of help!  Thanks again for the 
scholarship!  I hope to put your money to good use by becoming a lawyer! 
Thank you for everything, 

 
            Katheryn Pearson 
 



NACC Polo Shirts 
ordered by the following people need 
to be picked up and paid for at the 
chamber office asap! 
Thank you. 
 

Sample shirt graciously  
modeled by Newton Standridge.  
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President’s Message 
by Jon Niemeyer 

 

Norwalk, Not Just a Place to Sleep 
 
Contrary to what some may believe, Norwalk is a community full of 
opportunity and it is up to those of us who already live and work here 
to spread the word! It is a great location for employers to plant their 
businesses and employees to raise their families! The transportation 
infrastructure is very good here making it an easy commute to Nor-
walk from just about anywhere. We are located at the convergence of 
Highways 5 and 28 with Army Post Road and the Southwest Connec-
tor on the edge of town. Des Moines International Airport is only min-
utes away. There is lots of space. We have several fine restaurants that 
serve lunch. We have a quality labor pool that is well educated. The 
schools are well respected. Recreation is not a problem, especially 
with 5 beautiful golf courses. With all this going for us, who wouldn’t 
want to locate their company here?   
 
I challenge every Norwalk business owner to think about their suppli-
ers, their customers, and their other business connections; considering 
the possibilities if they were located in Norwalk as well. Then, do 
some talking! 
 
I challenge every Norwalk area resident that commutes to work to let 
their employer know about Norwalk. Let them know that you live 
here and would like to work here, too. Invite them to lunch or to golf 
here. If they have not been here before, I am sure they will be sur-
prised.  
 
Wouldn’t it be nice if you didn’t need to make that commute into Des 
Moines or out to West Des Moines each day to work? Wouldn’t it be 
nice if you didn’t need to run to Des Moines to get a part or piece 
needed for your business operations? Norwalk is a wonderful place to 
locate a business as well as raise a family in a small town atmosphere. 
 
Take time to consider this. Take time to act upon the idea.  
 
Jon Niemeyer 
2006 President 
Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce 
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The New Chamber Polo Shirts are in!! 
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Bill Chase 
Mike Lane 

Mark McKee 
Lori Miller 

Kevin Pearson 
Steve Richardson 

Nicole Smith 
Denny Wulf 

Newton Standridge 
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General Chamber Membership 
Picnic in the Park Event 
 
August 17th at 11:30-1:00 
City Park next to Library 
 
Enjoy Hamburgers, Brats, Baked 
Beans, Potato Salad, Cookies, Ice 
Tea or Lemonade 
 
Come socialize and network with 
other Norwalk Chamber Members.  
Meet the new Executive Director, 
Deb Mineart and the school admin-
istrators. 
 
Cost $7.00 



 
August 
       3 Chamber Night @ Principal Park 
     10 Board Meeting @ NACC office 
     17 General Membership Meeting 
          Lunch– Grill out “Picnic in the Park” 
     25 The Circus comes to Town 
 
September 
     14 Board Meeting @ NACC office 
     21 General Membership  
          Breakfast Meeting 
 

October 
     12 Board Meeting @ NACC office  
14/15 Happy Apple Art and Craft Show 
     19 General Membership  

Lunch Meeting 
 
November 
       9 Board Meeting @ NACC office 
     10 Barn Event? 
 
December 
    14  Board Meeting @ NACC office 
         Planning Session  
    21  Holiday Lunch hosted by City State Bank 

2006 Calendar of Events 
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��
is Coming to Town 

Norwalk will host the Culpepper & Merri-
weather Circus on Friday, August 25th.  The 
Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce will 
sponsor the event, which includes two shows 
at 5:00 and 7:30 PM. The circus will be held 
inside Colonial Circle near the entrance to 
the Legacy Golf Course. The circus will ar-
rive early on Friday to set up and we encour-
age residents to come out and watch as the 
Big Top is raised. This looks to be a very ex-
citing event and we hope to draw people 
from many of the surrounding communities. 
We encourage local businesses to create a 
circus theme that week that will generate ex-
citement as the big day gets closer. Tickets 
are available at City State Bank, Community 
State Bank, Scott’s Foods, The Record-
Herald and at the Chamber office. Children 
tickets are $6.00, Adults are $8.00 in ad-
vance. 

The 
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Chamber Member Benefits 
 

Did you know…. 
That as a member you are entitled to one 

free ad in the Chamber Newsletter? 
 

That your name is listed in the Buyer’s 
Guide which was just distributed to over 

6,000 Norwalk Households? 
 

That your business name is on our web-
site at www.NorwalkChamber.org? 

  
That you are among other wonderful 

businesses that are members as well and 
that you all make Living in Norwalk 

Great?! 
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Hi Everyone! 
I have been working now for the past 3 weeks getting acquainted 
with my new surroundings and meeting the board members and 
some chamber members.  I hope to see a lot of you at the Pic-

nic in the Park coming up on the 17th.  If you cannot make it, 
please stop by the Chamber office and say Hi! 
 
I hope to get around to some of the businesses within the next 
couple of months and get to know you better.  This is “your” 
Chamber.  I would appreciate any suggestions, concerns or 
questions you may have and look forward to working with you 
and for you to make your Chamber one of the best in the state! 
 
As I learn more about the Chamber and it’s many functions, 
there is a lot to do but I am excited and I am looking forward in 
making 2007 a great year!  Time is flying by quickly and Nor-
walk is growing rapidly with many opportunities out there for 
anyone who wants to take advantage of it and get involved. For 
all of us to be successful, we must support each other. I appreci-
ate your support as I get settled in being your new Executive Di-
rector.  Thank you. 
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Thank You! 
The Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce would like to say ‘Thank You” 

 to Holmes Automotive and especially to John O’Donald 
 for providing us a car for the July 4th Parade. 

Business News 
 
Gov. Tom Vilsack signed Executive Order 49 today (Aug. 10th) establishing a task force to 
study Iowa's Targeted Small Business Financial Assistance Program. Administered by 
the Iowa Department of Economic Development, the Targeted Small Business program is 
designed to assist in the creation and expansion of Iowa small businesses that are at least 51 
percent owned, operated and managed by minorities, women, people with disabilities or 
low-income individuals. The program provides low-interest loans or equity grants up to 
$50,000 to eligible businesses with $3 million or less in annual sales. The task force will 
convene before Sept. 1 and present recommendations on improvements and efficiencies to 
Vilsack and the Iowa Legislature by the first of December. 
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Copyright © 
Any and all materials and promotional items created and/or distributed by the 
Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce are property of the Chamber. Permission is 
needed to recreate or borrow Chamber materials. For permission to recreate or 
borrow Chamber information call 981-0619.  

CareerBuilder.com's annual "Work and Health"  survey 
found that 46 percent of workers reported that they have 
gained weight since starting their current jobs, similar to last 
year's results. Twenty percent of the 2,200 people who took the 
survey between June 6 and July 16 say they are more than 10 
pounds heavier. "Eighty percent of workers report their compa-
nies don't offer gym passes, workout facilities or weight-loss 
programs to help them stay in shape, up from 73 percent last 
year," said Rosemary Haefner, vice president of human re-
sources for CareerBuilder.com. 

Small Business Development Centers 
 
The SBDC conducts research, counsels, and trains business 
people in management, financing, and operating small busi-
nesses, and provides comprehensive information services and 
access to experts in a variety of fields. Each SBDC encourages 
unique local efforts, region to region, state to state, and com-
munity to community to meet small business needs in its area.  
The SBDC is the only nationally accredited entrepreneurial de-
velopment program in Iowa.  
SBDC offices develop and maintain partnerships among com-
munity organizations and local, state and federal agencies, pro-
viding a focal point for broad networks of public and private re-
sources at the community level. SBDC partnership programs 
and activities serving small businesses have contributed signifi-
cantly to economic growth in each state.  
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) provides guid-
ance and funding to the SBDC program through cooperative 
agreement. Each of these SBDC offices subcontracts with other 
universities, community colleges, chambers of commerce and 
other institutions to provide a network of over 1,100 full ser-
vice assistance centers to the small business community.  
For  more information please visit their website at  
www.iabusnet.org. 
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The YMCA of Greater Des 
Moines will host its 18th annual 
Bill Reichardt Partner With 
Youth Golf Classic on Monday, 
Aug. 21, at Echo Valley Country 
Club, 760 County Line Road, 
Des Moines. All proceeds from 
the event will be used to award 
membership scholarships to chil-
dren and families who cannot 
afford to participate in YMCA 
programs. Call Jackie at 471-
8519 for golf or sponsorship in-
formation.  

 

HELP WANTED  
 

Your Help is needed to 
volunteer for different 

committees for this year’s 
Barn Party! 

 

If Interested, please con-
tact Deb at the Chamber 

Office. Thank you!! 


