
                                             

 

 

April 2 

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

April 11 

 

Economic Dev. And Marketing Committee Mtg. 

7:30 am @ Chamber office 

 

April 13 

 

Board Meeting  

11:45 @ NACC office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 16 

 

Easter 

 

April 17 

 

Office closed for Easter Holiday 

 

April 20 

 

General Membership 

Breakfast Meeting 

7:45 am @ Rolling Hills 

Golf Course 
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As many of you may have heard by now I will be leaving the Chamber and the great 
city of Norwalk this week.  My husband and I have chosen to relocate to Dallas, 
Texas to be closer to his young daughter.  While I am looking forward to the warm 
weather I am extremely sad to be leaving a position that I absolutely LOVE!  I have 
enjoyed every single minute of my position here and the opportunity to meet and 
work with all of the wonderful business people of this community.  Norwalk is a 
growing, vibrant community with so much to offer and citizens that really care about 
what is going on.  I wish all of you the best and continued growth and prosperity for 
the future.  Thank you so much for having let me be a part of such a wonderful  
organization!                                                             Sincerely,  Angela M. Bird 

Officers 
 
 
Jon Niemeyer ; President 
Coldwell Banker ; 224-8633  
 
David Lester; 1st VP 
Brooks Lodden PC   223-7300 
 
David Albrecht;  Treasurer 
City State Bank;  981-4234 
 
Mark McKee; Past  President 
Shull & Co.  981-9330 
 
Angela Bird 
Executive Director; 981-0619 ��
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Board of  Directors 
 
Dr. William Chase ‘06 
Norwalk Family Physicians; 285-
3200 
 
Chief Ed Kuhl  ‘07     981-0666 
Norwalk Police Department  
 
Mike Lane ‘05 
Lane Insurance; 981-4614 
 
Dr. Lori Miller ‘08 
Norwalk Family Physicians 
 285-3200 
 
Nicole Bailey Smith  08’ 
Norwalk Physical Therapy 
953-1310 

Kevin Pearson ‘06 
Edward Jones; 285-1838 
 
Steve Richardson  ‘07 
Skold Door Company 264-8075 
 
Newton Standridge ‘06 
Standridge Group   265-5588 
 
Jim Watts ‘08 
Four Seasons Auto Wash    981-4454 
 
Dr. Donna Grant  08’ 
Norwalk Family Dentistry, 981-5913 
 
Denny Morrow  08’ 
Community State Bank 
285-4900 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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President’s Message 
                                         by Jon Niemeyer 
 
What would you like to see in Norwalk? Are there any quality of 
life services you feel are lacking in Norwalk? How can we get 
them here? What can you do? 
 
Usually we, as citizens, rely on the city or the chamber to encour-
age economic development in our community, but there is a more 
effective way to attract business to town.  
 
Everyday over a thousand Norwalk residents leave town to work 
or do their business in the metro area. This is the best marketing 
tool money can buy. When we are in a Des Moines business to 
purchase something because it cannot be found in Norwalk, we 
need to let them know where we are from and plant the idea for 
them to move or expand to Norwalk. If our work takes us out of 
Norwalk, make sure our employers know we live in Norwalk and 
explain how our hometown is growing. 
 
Things just keep getting more exciting around Norwalk. We were 
mentioned several times in the March 27 issue of the Business 
Record. The New View section included a letter from the Cham-
ber. A slick, four page update to the Billion Dollar Vision was 
included as an insert as well as Hubbell’s magazine, Solutions, 
which featured a page about Norwalk. For another year, a Nor-
walk resident and chamber member, made the Forty Under 40 
distinction in last week’s Business Record. We congratulate Mr. 
Bill Wright, with Terrus Real Estate Group. 
 
There are two new upcoming community events worth mention-
ing here: 
We are the new home of the Soap Box Derby Local Stock Divi-
sion Race to be held on June 10 this year. This is a fairly large 
event and could be held in Norwalk for future years.  
 
We just learned that Norwalk is one of the stops for the Torch 
Run prior to the Special Olympics. They will stop here for about 
an hour on June 28 which will include a half hour ceremony with 
dignitaries from Special Olympics and Norwalk.  
 
We continue to search for a new Executive Director to replace 
Angela Bird. This is difficult considering the momentum Angela 
started with all the positive things she has done for us in the short 
time she has been with us. Please make sure to stop by or call on 
Wednesday March 29, which is her last day. 
 
In order to keep the office open and partially functioning, we have 
enlisted the temporary help of Elsie Niemeyer. She is retired and 
has some extra time to help us out with some of the day to day 
tasks. We will all need to pitch in and help until a permanent re-
placement is found, though. In case you are wondering, she is my 
mother. She will be working with Angela a couple of days before 
she has to be on her own. Stop by and say hello.  
 
It’s sure to be a busy summer around Norwalk.  
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General Membership 
Breakfast Meeting 

 
Thursday, April 20th 

7:45 am 
Rolling Hills Golf Course 

6205 Hwy 28 
Norwalk, Iowa 50211 

 
Menu: 

Breakfast Pizza 
Fresh Fruit 

Monkey Bread 
Juice/Coffee 

 
Cost:  $5.00 at the door 

(no billing) 
 

Speaker: 
 
In part two of our series on 360 Degrees 
of Financial Literacy, we will be having 
Bob Miller, a retirement plan consultant 
from Kidder Benefits Consultants, Inc. 
(KBC) in West Des Moines.  Bob will be 
talking about small business retirement 
plans and options.  This will be a very  
informative meeting, so please plan to 
attend. 
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Quote 
 

Easter tells us that life is to 
be interpreted not simply in 
terms of things but in terms 
of ideals.  
            --Charles M. Crowe  
For the best information read the Norwalk 

Area Chamber of Commerce monthly  
newsletter.  If you or someone you know is 
not receiving this newsletter and should be, 

please contact the chamber office @  
981-0619. 
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American Home Mortgage 
Becky Smith 
2829 Westown Parkway, Ste. 220 
West Des Moines, IA  50266 
515-221-7911 
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Chief Ed Kuhl  
presents the  

Chamber’s Ground 
Breaking certificate 

to School Board 
President Katherine 

Schmidt. 

Dr. Denny Wulf makes  
opening remarks about the new 

Middle School 8/9 building 
that began construction the 

week of March 6, 2006. 

The Norwalk 
School Board and 

Middle School  
Student  

Council Members  
participated in the 
shoveling of dirt to  
begin construction. 









 
April 
 
13          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
20        General Membership Breakfast Meeting 
              @ Rolling Hills Golf Course 7:45 am 
 
May 
 
6            City-wide garage sale days 
11        Board Meeting @ NACC office 
13          RUNorwalk 
               
June 
 
8            Board Meeting @ NACC office 
7-9         Washington D.C. Trip 
19          Norwalk Open Golf Outing 
30          Superman Movie Premiere?                                                                                                                                                                
               
 
July 
 
4            Parade, Park activities, Fireworks 
13          Board Meeting 
              No General Membership Mtg. 
18          Amb/Memb Committee Mtg. 
              @ 11:45 NACC? 

 
August 
 
3            Chamber Night @ Principal Park 
10          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
17          General Membership Meeting 
              Lunch- BBQ “Picnic in the Park” 
 
September 
 
14          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
21          General Membership  

Breakfast Meeting 
               

October 
 
12          Board Meeting @ NACC office  
14/15     Happy Apple Art and Craft Show 
19          General Membership  

Lunch Meeting 
 
November 
 
9            Board Meeting @ NACC office 
10          Barn Event? 
               
December 
 
14          Board Meeting @ NACC office 
              Planning Session  
21          Holiday Lunch hosted by City State Bank 
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CALL THE CHAMBER NOW TO FIND OUT 
ABOUT ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS IN 

OUR RUNORWALK PARTICIPANT PACKETS!  
THIS IS A GREAT WAY TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS TO 400 PEOPLE AND IT IS FREE!   
ANOTHER GREAT  

OPPORTUNITY BROUGHT TO YOU BY  
YOUR NORWALK AREA  

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
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WORKFORCE 
 TIP OF THE MONTH 

 
               
 
 

“As an employer can I request my employees take a drug test? 
 
It depends. Do you have a written drug testing policy? Before you do anything, look 
at the Iowa Code Chapter 730.5. Contact the Governor’s Office on Drug Control 
Policy at (515) 242-6391 or check out their web site at: http://www.state.ia.us/
government/odcp/ for more information.” 
 
 
          Todd McGee 

Iowa Workforce Development 

430 East Grand Avenue  

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

(515) 281-5734 
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Copyright  
Any and all materials and promotional 
items created and/or distributed by the 
Norwalk Area Chamber of Commerce are 
property of the Chamber.      Permission is 
needed to recreate or borrow Chamber ma-
terials.  For permission to recreate or bor-
row Chamber information call 981-0619.  
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Dear Angela and the NACC, 
            When we left Norwalk in December, we never thought you would honor us with such a wonderful 
award.  The first we heard of this was the day before the banquet when Anne called to ask what to say.   
Needless to say, we were in shock.  We can’t thank you enough.  The NACC has been very important to us 
over the years.  We are convinced that as we network and get to know our fellow business people, we are  
rewarded in many ways.  Most important is that we can build trust in the community.  The Chamber encour-
ages us to support our local businesses and that is the way we survive. 
            Arizona has been dry this winter and we’ve been on fire alert most of Feb. and March.  We now have 
had two wet weekends and believe it or not, our water level is almost normal for the winter months.  Our yard 
is beautiful and I’m hoping our cactus bloom before we head back to Iowa the first of April. 
            Thank you so much for rewarding our help in the Chamber. 
                                                                                              Sincerely, 
                                                                                              Jack and Sue Bohlender 


